A study of 65 children (29males and 36females) and aged between four weeks and 15years with significant bacteriuria was undertaking over a six month period to determine the effects of instruction received about the methods of urine collection and storage on the prevalence of urinary tract infection. The commonest clinical presentation was fever (64.6%). Only 22(35.4%) of the patients had specific symptoms suggestive of urinary tract infections. The instructions about urine collection were given to 48(73.8%) care givers. This instruction was given by the attending doctors (84%). Despite the explanation, 15(23.1%) of the patients collected the urine samples wrongly and 44(67.7%) stored the samples for longer than one hour. Significant bacteriuria was more prevalent in 74.2% of patients who submitted their urine samples more than one hour after collection. Communication skill is important and should be emphasized in the trainings of health workers in procedure on the patients.
INTRODUCTION
Urinary tract infection is a preventable cause of morbidity and mortality in the paediatric age group (1) (2) (3) (4) . The infection is often asymptomatic or the symptoms may be mild that insufficient attention is paid to the illness (3) . The prevalence rate in Saudi Arabia (5) is 5.3%, in Sweden 6 is between 1 and 3% from neonatal period to school age. In Nigeria, Akinkugbe et. al.
(7) reported a prevalence of 24% and 6% among rural and urban children respectively, Okafor et al (8) found the prevalence rate of 2.1% in Enugu. Morton and Lawande (9) in Zaria reported a prevalence rate of 0.4% of symptomatic bacteriuria while Adeleke et al (10) in Kano, reported a prevalence of 3.2%.
Omer and El-Haj (5) reported a rate of 26.7% in Saudi Arabia. Female sex preponderance for symptomatic and asymptomatic bacteriuria after the age of two years has been reported from within and outside Nigeria (3, 5, 7, 10, 11) . Diagnosis of UTI is based on the finding of significant bacteriuria, which is influenced by the methods of urine collection (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
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RE SU L T S
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